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Haig' Was/Shot 


*•*< ‘V-. •• 


At first piously proclaimed its inno- 
jja <!ence of any invojvement in the pa* 

■ - thetic affair. Whep the absurdity of • 


sion so neatly matched the Haig' the*' 
dty of Saiidinista involvement in El 
v. Salvador’s civil war/, j \ 


Smoking Gun 

O % . 

i, •• 'V ' V*!' •>’> 

t , The full story can now be told of . > 
HOW a 19-year-old Nicaraguan made 
fl world-class monkey! btlfpFSecreV 
tary of Stett* Alexander cHafgS In- ; 
credible-as it- may seem, Haig/was - 
largely responsible for.his ,own hu- 

Though Washington^.- -officials -J 
would like- to forget, in most of the**' 
World • remember? the-- carefully. - 
Staged appearance of gating Orlando- 
Jose Tardetldlla at d Depart- 
ment pres* conference on March la./. 
-The aandlnista* stfiplinf-waa sup- 
posed to be living-proof that Nica- 
ragua was- aiding and abetting leftist 
guerrillas in El Salvador-!*.--- - ;;; ■ ; 

Instead, of COUrse^he told the 
world— live, 'on *t network ? TV, * 
thoughtfully arranged by*- his Amer- 
ican coaches— that hfe ^flfetoioris * * 
incri minating the Nicaraguan regime - 
had been wrung, out of him by tOr- » 
tore and were pure horsefeatherSr '- // <■ 

It was a had day for Haig ahd' hi? \ 
hardliners, All hands' responsible for- - 
the fiasco attempted-d n?Sto disOb* ; ! 
gagementr; 

The State ■ Departmeftti/ caught'- ’ 
.red-handed, could Only Stamnier and'*; 
stutter in em ba rrassme nt;..The~ 0f<A i f ?. 


ta&VlFTl JLucette Lagnadd reached Tar-- 

^tmeMfe ^ 1 1 30 D iL S ? te De * Vi; denciila by telephone in NicaragS'^ 
offwialr greeted- his con*-,;- where he is now-a.flationai hero, He* 
fessiona yath open skepticism, “His . r. told them what happened next / * - 
story, was p little shaky,” one diplo* Early lh March he was visited in/* 
, toatie; source replied, “That, whole - his solitary brX Si by S 
■ thing sounded phony, 

told-him : h§ could either’ 

fill*’* «W»; tVf» M ft»lv*l“ “be mu, M B 
gumito tMlBiBflh Ethiopia. This ■: It M ,n bSSISJ L "4/3 
foade- no sense, Nicaragua and .Ouba The - yaun* NieSaSf had 
* have ample training facilities for El > brutally tortured by the Salvador*?' 

tecruits.all the jvay to Africa? * . ; ; ' ally an entire yeaft:'^ ?*t a 

EventoaJly, -the "lSdt- captive's--*- The day after the American's via aI 
supposed Confession Was filed and “ - - • y rtne A™Hcans ns-1 
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